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by evil counsellors. The terrible reprisals that ensued con-
vinced the Samorin that he had mistaken the stratum'
apparent mildness and the broadness of his counsellors'
backs. From that time Portugal waged war on Calicut

Cochin and Cannanore did not follow Calicut's example.
After all, the foreigners did them no harm and paid for
all the spices that they took away, so why quarrel with
them? Besides, Cochin and Cannanore were tired of being
bullied by their overlord the Samorin, and glad (o find
themselves backed by a great foreign power that seemed
the greater that it was so far away. The Kajidis of Can-
nanore and Cochin signed a linn jillmnec with I). Manuel,
and declared themselves his vassals. The Ssunoriu objected
to this, but he was careful to do nothing while the licet
from Portugal was there.

Vasco da Gama bombarded Calicut and sailed for home,
but he left Vicente Sodr<i with sundry ships behind* All
might have been well if Bodn'; had not been bored at Cochin.
The interesting part of the Indian Ocean was tin* Arabian
coast, where the treasure ships sailed for Kab-el-Mandeb,
SodrS's financial position was not what he wished: he decided
to interfere with Arab trade.

" If you go/' said the Rajah of Cochin, " the Samoria
will come." " Not he," replied Sodr6, and sailed -whereupon
the Samorin arrived. So<M was drowned in a fearful storm
off Kuria Muria, and the Rajah of Cochin was driven from
his capital to take refuge in the Island of Vaiphn; in this un-
comfortable position Francisco do Albuquerque found him*

When the Portuguese ships appeared the Samorin
prudently retired; Francisco de Albuquerque dispersed most
of the forces of Calicut, and restored his throne to the Rajah
of Cochin, who fell into the arms of his deliverer and em-
braced him in gratitude.

Glad to find him in a gracious mood, Francisco rained
the question of the fortress. It was not easy to refuse, and
work had already been going on for four days when Afonso
de Albuquerque disembarked at Cochin,